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First of all, thank you for the invitation to be with you here today. It's a great moment of
light in the midst of a terrific journey of partnership between Holy Family Parish and
Emmanuel House.

In all my time at Emmanuel House | have striven to maintain an active relationship between
the charity and the diocese and now | find myself in the midst of lush spring pasture because
| believe you are an example of what parishes can do in creative partnership and to make
the world a better place.

The path to this point has not always been smooth but Francis House is now up and running
and it is clear from the time | spent with folk in the training session a couple of Sundays ago,
that joy around this project is shared.

So a question: why are we here? Why do you come to mass? | would guess that not many
people have given that question much thought this morning — within whatever
denomination they locate themselves.

It seems to me that one of the reasons we come to mass is because we are a hopeful
people. Coming to mass is supposed to make a difference.

We respond to Christ’s invitation to receive forgiveness, hear the scriptures, share food,
share peace and receive blessing.

Coming here makes a difference because what we do here in this place is something of what
the Kingdom of God is about.

We are called to take what we do and receive from here in this place and live it out in the
world. Someone once said that the holiest moment in a church service is when you walk
out the door into the world.

Teresa of Avila put it this way; “Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on
earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks with compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he
blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his
body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”

Francis House is an expression of hope that emanates from our lives together in Christ. It is
a consequence of what takes place in mass and then is applied in the world.

In response we say together that God has something better in mind for his people than
homelessness. To date, because of Francis House, 8 people have found accommodation out
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of homelessness, with another person about to move and 5 more residents are looking at
options.

What is being achieved is only possible because you are a community committed to this
hope. 18 months ago, nobody knew Francis House was possible. But because we know
what it is to be welcomed by Christ and to be called by Christ it came into being.

And in my heart, | don’t think what Francis House has come to be is finished yet because |
believe that Holy Family Parish is a beacon on a hill saying to others — look at what’s possible
through Christ’. Here is a partnership that can be copied by others.

We hear the account of Bartimaeus encountering Jesus in the Gospel this morning. When
he woke up on that day, | dare say he had not a clue that he would see. He calls out to
Jesus. In response to his request to see again Jesus told him ‘your faith has saved you’. Yes,
through faith we call out to Christ to be his hands and feet and also be the brains and the
hearts of Christ called to prophesy, discern and be Kingdom builders.

Because we read the scriptures, receive sacrament and blessing we know that for Christ
homelessness is not acceptable.

St Paul sums up in Ephesians what it means to hold to a hopeful future and to have
confidence that what we offer can become more that we can comprehend.....

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to
him power that is at work in us...”

We come here because we are a people of hope through whom Christ can do immeasurably
more that we can comprehend. Like Bartimaeus we call out in faith and we see how Christ

responds.

Thank you for your love and your prayers and partnership. Let’s continue to journey
together as a hopeful popele.
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