
Dear friends 

 

It is now six months since I came to join you here in our parish, and I want to begin by thanking you most sincerely 

for the warmth of your welcome and the kindness you have shown me since my move from London back to our 

Diocese of Nottingham.  These months have been a time of many blessings for me; full of joy, discovery, and learning 

as I come to know the life of our parish family more deeply.  Now that the summer has passed and we turn our 

hearts towards the beautiful seasons of Advent and Christmas, I have been reflecting and praying about an important 

aspect of our community life together, and I would like to share some thoughts with you. 

 

Not long after arriving here at the Holy Family parish, I noticed that our Sunday Mass times are very close together. 

This has made it difficult for me to greet people properly at the door after Mass or to spend a few moments with 

you as a community before moving on to the next church.  I love being able to meet and speak with parishioners 

at Our Lady and St Edward’s before Mass, and at St Augustine’s there is usually time for conversation too.  But at 

Sacred Heart, because of the tight schedule, I often have to arrive and leave quickly, which prevents me from sharing 

that personal encounter that is so important in parish life.  It also means that, despite my best efforts to begin on 

time, the journey between churches often causes delays. 

 

I brought this concern to prayer and to the Parish Pastoral Team some time ago.  Together we have been reflecting 

on how best to serve our parish community in a way that allows for meaningful connection and a sustainable pattern 

of worship.  The discussion was also shared with members of the Parish Finance Committee and the Parish Pastoral 

Council.  These members of our community have been gently listening to people’s thoughts and experiences about 

how we celebrate Sunday Mass. 

 

At a recent meeting, there was a sense that some change may be needed — not for the sake of change itself, but 

so that our Sunday celebrations can continue to be joyful and prayerful for everyone, and so that I can truly get to 

know you all.  We explored several possibilities, including the idea of reintroducing a Saturday evening Vigil Mass 

alongside two Sunday morning Masses.  While this had some support, there were also concerns, that it might alter 

the sense of community, affect our opportunities for Children’s Liturgy, or make it harder for people to gather 

socially after Mass.  Some said that a vigil Mass should in its essence be a quieter and less solemn Mass compared 

to a Sunday Mass. In light of these reflections, we began to look instead at how we might adjust the timing and 

order of our current Sunday Masses. 

 

At present, the schedule isn’t very straightforward, as I move back and forth across the geographical area of the 

parish between the churches.  By moving in a more linear way, and allowing a little more time between Masses, I 

would have an opportunity to greet parishioners at the door after Mass, even if briefly, before travelling on to the 

next church. This seems a more pastoral and practical way forward. 

 

After prayer and discussion, the following new schedule is proposed for our Sunday morning Masses: 

• 9.00am at Sacred Heart 

• 10.30am at Our Lady and St Edward’s 

• 12 noon at St Augustine’s 

Before any final decision is made, I would be most grateful if you would share your thoughts and feelings about this 

proposal with members of the Parish Pastoral Team, either verbally or by emailing me or Diane in the parish office.  

My hope is that we can make this decision together, guided by the Holy Spirit and with the good of the whole parish 

family in mind. 

 

I know that change can sometimes be difficult, but I truly believe that this would help us grow closer as a community 

of faith.  For me as your parish priest, being able to greet you, listen to you, and share in your lives, even in those 

brief moments after Mass, is an essential part of my ministry. 

 

Please keep this matter in your prayers and ask the Lord to help us discern what will best serve our parish now 

and in the years to come. We need to have a robust and sustainable solution to this issue that can sustain our 

Sunday worship.  Let us continue to care for one another, to listen with open hearts, and to seek together the good 

of all God’s people in our parish of the Holy Family. 

 

With all good wishes and prayers, Fr Chris 

 

Parish Pastoral Team members: Diane Williams, Diane Flynn, Denise Leigh, Pauline Baptist, Sr Patricia, Sr Philomena, 

Fr Marcus, Deacon Anthony and Fr Chris. 


